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Discussion on the Characteristics and Significance of

Lefebvre’s Social Space Dialectics
SUN Quansheng
(School of Public Administration, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: Lefebvre proposed social space dialectics on the basis of examining the traditional dual space
view. In his view, the traditional philosophy fails to really understand space, no matter whether it is in
Therefore, he

advocated the establishment of “three dialectics” which is based on “space practice”, “space reproduction”

ontological sense or in absolute sense and in epistemological sense or in priori sense.

and “reproduction of space”, and includes the society history and space. Social space dialectics, by virtue
of spatial dimension, not only complements Marx’s historical materialist dialectics, but also opens up a
new understanding of space.

Key words: Lefebvre; social space dialectics; production of space; construction significance
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