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Study on Cognitive Mechanism of Lyrics in Kunqu Opera from the
Perspective of Tempo-spatial Reference Framework :
Case Study of The Peach Blossom Fan

XU Jia
(School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract: Time and space are the basic cognitive categories of human being. Kunqu opera is the “most
distinctive type” among Chinese classic drama types, and its lyrics and language space are of unique
Chinese charm. This paper is intended to discuss the cognitive mechanism of language features of lyrics in
Kunqu Opera by case study of The Peach Blossom Fan based on tempo-spatial reference framework. The
research findings show that the lyrics in Kunqu Opera under tempo-spatial reference framework essentially
have 3 layers of language space (embodied language space, disembodied language space, and combined
language space) , and each layer is constructed by processing embodied cognition of the objective physical
space with metaphorical thinking after specific cognitive subject selects the multidimensional cognitive
views. This research elucidates the complex construction cognition process of lyrics in Kunqu Opera from
the perspective of tempo-spatial reference framework, which does not only deepen the view of appreciation
and analysis, but also provides a cognitive basis for its further spreading.

Key words: tempo-spatial reference framework; lyrics in Kunqu Opera; cognition mechanism; The
Peach Blossom Fan
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