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Manipulation of Literary Fame

Study on the Translation of Film’s Title Under

the View of Manipulation Theory
MAO Wenjun, FU Mingduan
(School of Foreign Language, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The translation strategies of films’ titles present diversification such as literal translation,
rewriting and creative translation. Such diversification stems from overlapped manipulations of subjective
and objective factors in the translating procedures. The heterogeneity of ethnic culture leads to differences
of the film’s title in source language and in target language. Such objective environment manipulation
resulting from differences makes translators have to passively adapt in the translation of film’s title so as to
compensate information loss caused by cultural heterogeneity. Meanwhile, based on translators’ individual
translation views and service purpose, translators can perform subjectivity and to some extent manipulate
the translating procedures so as to better fulfill the aesthetic, commercial and cultural values of films’
titles. The joint influence of subjective and objective factors makes the translated title of the film a product
jointly created by external environment and translators.

Key words: translation of film’s title; cultural differences; translator’s subjectivity; manipulation

theory
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