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Dynamic Determining Mechanism of Tourism Demand of Chinese
Residents and Its Influencing Factors: A Synthesized

Perspective of Economic, Cultural and Natural Environment
XIE Huiming “*, QIANG Mengmeng" ?, SHEN Manhong® *
(1. School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou
310018, China; 2. Center for Ecological Civilization, Zhejiang Province, Hangzhou
310018, China; 3. School of Business, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: Tourism demand is determined jointly by economic factors and non-economic factors. This
paper studies dynamic determining mechanism of tourism demand of Chinese residents and its influencing
factors with the method of panel vector autoregression based on panel data of 31 provinces, autonomous
regions and direct-controlled municipalities in China between 1991 and 2012. The research shows that
economic development level and relative economic development level are positively influencing tourism
demand in the current period; cultural expenditures have significant one-way influence on tourism demand,
while tourism demand has very limited effect on cultural expenditures; chemical oxygen demand and
tourism demand have negative correlation; the negative correlation between sulfur dioxide and tourism
demand is not significant. The positive influence relation between air pollutant emission reduction and
tourism demand is not clear. Non-economic factors such as culture and environment need longer time span
to have influence on tourism demand. The long-term accumulative effect of influence of non-economic
factors in the steady state on tourism demand can reach about 50%, which is equivalent to long-term
accumulative effect of influence of economic development level on tourism demand. Therefore, developing
regional economy, handling the relation with passenger sources with low economic development level,
attaching importance to tourism resource protection, handling the relationship among each resource
endowment in tourism resources, enhancing re-feeding of tourist industry for cultural industry and
handling the relationship of synergetic development between culture and tourism well are key to guarantee
great tourism demand and realize sustainable, rapid and healthy development of Chinese tourism economy.

Key words: tourism demand; panel vector autoregression; cultural prosperity; pollutant emission reduction
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