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Dual Perspective of Technology Transfer. Functions of
Absorptive Capacity and Release Capacity

MO Yan, WANG Dong-vya
(School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Currently, open innovation becomes a main form of enterprise innovation. It can reduce the
innovation costs and risks. Knowledge transfer is the core content of open innovation. In previous studies,
researchers were more concerned about the ability of technology recipient to absorb knowledge in the
transfer process, and neglected the functions of release ability of technology sources. But in the real
transfer process, technology sources and the ability of technology receivers play a vital role. They even
have synergistic relationship, which thus influences technology transfer performance. This paper brings
absorption and release capacity into the research framework to discuss influenced of the two and their
synergistic effect on enterprise innovation performance. Besides, possible influence factors are analyzed
theoretically. This paper provides theoretical reference for enriching and developing theories about
enterprise ability and further empirical researches.

Key words: absorptive capacity; release capacity; innovation performance; synergistic effect; open

innovation
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